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1S, DOUBT VOIGED 3

* ON SPACE STATION

Study Sees No Need fdtr‘fb_'stly
- Science Research Mission
_inthe Next 2 Decades

T il L

WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 (AP ~—The
United Stated will not neegl an).em
sive manned space station .for zscien-
" tific research in the pext two decades
- but such a station could eventually. be

wseful, @ study group forthe National
. - Theacademy's Space Science
finreports released Wedneésday toid the
- Natiopal A ics .and ' Space Ad-
i ministration ‘that space :shuttles and
tharbooster:mckes,emld -perform
’ TiOTity space science missions in
the M's.ahdfws; G el o
“ **Our finding is that present systems
" are adequate . to these needs,” said
Thomas NIL Donahue, the board chair. |
man, in a letter to NASA's Administra.
" tor, James Beggs. ““Therefore,-on the |
issue of meeting the needs of space sci-
ence, our recommendation would be to
-use the space shuttle, together with
' requisite upper stages, m i
- and ion systems for missions to

. |assigned toit, the groupadded. -~ .

However, looking Into the mext S

nn-y,tbeboardsaidit“sesthepossi.
bility that a suitahly designed ‘space
station could serve as a very useful fa-
dlity in support of future space science
activities.” I .
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The acadunym expressed Con-;
cern that a space station project might .
projects, as the shuttle program did. If !
the station is built, additional funds
should be allocated for scientific work

NASA has .given high priority 10
developing a low-orbit Space station.:
Mr. BeggssnidinJulythattheagmq_
would request $200 million in its
for the ﬁscnl'ym‘\lsas_to start-tpe,
ever, about what-uses could. be found:
for a space stsatim.?i-‘-'»z ‘ T

David“A. Stockman, director of the
Office :of Management and Budget,
wbohassaidheoppossthesuﬁm"
project for cost reasons, is considered
the biggest obstacle to its approval, -]

' NASA estimates a space station de-
signed to be operatianal by 1991 would
cost from $6 billion to $8 billion. The'
agency envisions a Jour-to-six persan’
station that would be in orbit about 250 |
miles above the earth. . SRR

Mr. Beggs says the United States
must build a space station to follow up
the space shuttle project because the
Soviet Union is committed to having an"
operational station in orbit by 1985.,. _-
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